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Keshet: A Rainbow
of Hope for Individuals
with Special Needs

Building on a framework of Jewish values and
traditions, Keshet: A Rainbow of Hope for Individuals
with Special Needs pioneered the inclusion model

at a time when children with disabilities were not
welcomed into the mainstream community. Now
well into its fourth decade, Keshet continues to
create opportunities for the disabled to lead dignified
and productive lives, but has also evolved into a
multifaceted organization that offers integrated
classroom programs up to high school. It also

offers a program for high school students who

“fall between the cracks,” a post-high school
transition program and adult day programs.
Recreational programs include day and overnight
summer camps, Buddy Baseball, Buddy Bowling
and sponsoring a team in the Special Olympics.
Keshet services children starting at age three

and stands by them throughout their lifetime.

Keshet works with every kind of intellectual and
developmental disability. Operating within traditional
Jewish values, Keshet is also open to people of all
ethnic backgrounds. Indeed, public school districts
often refer students to Keshet when none of their
schools can adequately serve their needs. Keshet’s
compassionate and personalized model of inclusion
has been replicated in major cities nationwide,
including New York, Miami, Los Angeles, Boston and
Dallas, as well as Toronto. In fall 2015, Keshet opened
its first residential home for the intellectually and
developmentally disabled. In 2020, Keshet will begin
to take care of their families as well, building a respite
house that offers support and community, creating
opportunities for families to bond and relax together.



